Vision research in departments of ophthalmology. An Association of University Professors of Ophthalmology perspective.
A research committee of the Association of University Professors of Ophthalmology disseminated a survey questionnaire to determine the state of research in departments of ophthalmology across the United States. The questionnaire contained 71 questions that were designed to assess attitudes and trends within members' departments and to solicit suggestions from the membership. Of the 145 members and affiliates queried, 140 responded. While the results of the survey indicate significant diversity among departments, departmental chairpersons view research as a major priority in the goals of their departments, and they envision maintenance or expansion of research over the next decade. The survey results have been collated and serve now as the basis for this Association of University Professors position article.